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A superficial ^animation of the spelling of th

scanty records at my disposal shows

that the name of Lamoureux is to be

found in all parts of France, in the

records of Marseilles on the south,

Lyons on the east, Brittany on the

north, Bordeaux and vicinity on the

west, and Paris in the centre. They
were among the victims of the mas-

sacre of St. Bartholomew in 1572, and

their names are to be found among
the thousands who suffered arrest and

persecution throughout the century
and a half that followed.

There were two prominent families

of the name belonging to the lesser

nobility that of the Seigneur de la

Janvelliere, of Brittany, one of whose

members was Field Marshal Joseph

L'Amoureux, who died in 1753 at the

age of 88 years; and that of the Sieur

de la Roque, whose seat was in the

west of France, probably near Bord-

eaux. The first was Roman Catholic

in its associations, the other promin-
ent in Huguenot councils. Some idea

of the prominence of this family may
be inferred from the circumstance

that its titular head, Jacques Lam-

oureux, died leaving a son and heir

of 16 years whose grandmother tried

to have him educated in Roman Cath-

olic schools. The Huguenot execu-

tors of the estate contested this and

took the case into the courts, and it

was finally decided in their favor by
the King in Council 12th September,

1665, only twenty years before the

Revocation of the Edict of Nantes.

I have found four variations in the

records -- L'

Lamoreux, and Li

a field marshal to

the Roman Catholic church, a great
botanist to science, a great musician

to Paris in recent years, and men
prominent in all the affairs of life.

In my limited researches thus far I

have not found the ancestry of the

American family, descended from the

Huguenot refugee who found an asy-

lum from persecution first in England
and then in the English colony of

New York. In all probability this

could be done, but it would require a

trip to the old country and an exam-
ination of the records of a time whep*,

France was divided into two gr^at .

hostile camps, and when one of these ,

divisions (the one in which we are

most interested) was suffering griev- .

ous persecution and was denied at
:

times all the rights that would heipj

in such a quest the rights of church

association with its invaluable re-

cords, and the rights of inheritance.

The Revocation of the Edict of

Nantes occurred the 18th of October,

1685, having been in force, nominally
at least, for a period of 87 years. By
this act, the Huguenots lost the right
to worship according to the tenets of

a religion sanctified by generations of

heroic struggle and hallowed by many
a terrible sacrifice during the period
of 165 years that had elapsed since

the principles of Protestantism had
taken root in France. Under this

Edict they not only enjoyed liberty
of worship, but their rights of as-

"Tlie spelling of the name as given in the records quoted i.s followed in this sketch as closely an

possible, manifest errors being ignored.
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semblage were further strengthened

by specifications of the places where

they might meet without molestation.

They enjoyed, also, equality of civil

rights, the advantages of schools, col-

leges and hospitals on equal terms

with all others, and the enjoyment of

all public offices without restriction.

A special court was created for the

trial of cases in which they were con-

cerned. To guarantee their protec-

tion no less than 200 fortified places

had been given up to them to be

garrisoned by Huguenot soldiers.

Though persecution had not been

wholly prevented by these conces-

sions, the Huguenots enjoyed a large

measure of liberty. They were still

obliged at times to defend themselves

against outbreaks of intrigue and

fanatical violence, and at all hours to

be on their guard, but in spite of all

this they enjoyed the nominal protec-

tion of the Crown. They had stead-

ily increased in numbers until at the

time of the Revocation they were esti-

mated at two millions of the best and
most substantial people of France.

By this act of bad faith and the sixty

years of persecution that followed,
France lost this the flower of her

population. From eight hundred
thousand to a million of them were
driven into exile, scores of thousands

were killed or died from hunger and

exposure, and other scores of thou-

sands renounced their faith, many of

them to resume it again at the first

opportunity. They took refuge in

Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Great

Britain, the West Indies, and the Brit-

ish colonies of America, adding valu-

able contingents of intelligent leaders

and workers to the populations of all

these countries.

Among the early fugitives from
this suicidal act of persecution was
Andre Lamoureux, a shipmaster and

pilot of the small port of Meche (now
Meschers,) province of Saintonge
(now Charente Inferieure), near the

mouth of . Gironde and a short

distance be v Bordeaux. Accom-

panied by hk vife, Suzanne Latour,

and two childi , Elizabeth and Jac-

ques, he made ns way to Bristol,

England, with w ",h port the sturdy

shipmasters of th\ western coast of

France had established a thriving
trade. The records of the little

French church which the fugitives

promptly organized in Bristol show
that the colony maintained itself there

for many years. Unlike the larger
and better-known colony in London,
it did not attract to itself the refu-

gees of gentle birth and position, but

rather those whose commercial and

sea-faring occupations had made them

acquainted with this part of England.

Among these it is permissible to pre-
sume that Andre Lamoureux was a

man of exceptional strength of char-

acter and influence. The fact that

he was a pilot on the dangerous coast

of western France is evidence of the

first, and the frequent appearance of

his name in the records of other

members of the colony warrants the

second conclusion. Suzanne Latour,
his wife, was apparently a woman of

the same type, for both at Bristol and
in New York her name frequently ap-

pears in the records, and she was able

to educate her children to some de-

gree in spite of the lack of school

opportunities.

The first appearance of Andre Lam-
oureux and wife in the Bristol church

records was in 1689, a little over four

years after the Revocation, the date

being December 16, 1689, and the

event the christening of their daugh-
ter Judith. On March 19, 1690, they
buried their son Jacques who came
from France with them; on January
7, 1694, they christened a son Daniel

who was born December 24, 1693,
and who appears to have died soon

after; and on December 1, 1695, they
christened another son Daniel whose
recorded date of birth was November
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29, 1695. This completed their fam-
ily, and this Daniel is the ancestor of

the many hundreds of the name .now
scattered over the United States and
Canada. There was another member
of the family, Catherine Lamoureux,
who married Daniel Jandein in New
York, but there is no record of her

relationship to Andre.

^The entry of Daniel's christening
in the register of the French Church
of Bristol, as given in the Publica-

tions of the Huguenot Society of

London, vol. 20, p. 9, is as follows:

1695 Lamoureux 1 Dec. Daniel f. de

Andre Lamoureux, maistre de

nauire, cj deu. de Meche, en Xain-

tonge, pillotte, et de Suzanne La-

tour s. f. P. Daniel Reynaud, sar-

gettier. M. Liaude Badeau, de

Saint George, en Xaintonge. Ne
29 Nouembre dernier. J. Tinel,

Pasteur.

This quaint, old-style French record

reads as follows in English, the year
1695 being no part of the entry as it

appears at the top of the page :

Lamoureux 1st December. Daniel

son of Andre Lamoureux, shipmas-

ter, formerly of Meche, in Saint-

onge, pilot, and of Suzanne Lato.ur,

his wife. Witnesses: Daniel Rey-

naud, serge weaver, Mme. Liaude

Badeau, of Saint George, in Saint-

onge. Born 29th November last.

J. Tinel, pastor.

The last record of Andre Lamour-
eux in the French church of Bristol

was dated March 25, 1695, when he

signed as a witness to the marriage of

two friends, Bedoq-Roy. Apparently
in anticipation of his emigration to -

America, Andre Lamoureux took out

denization, or naturalization, papers
June 22, 1694, for himself, wife, and
two children, Elizabeth and Judith.

This was by a special act of Parlia-

ment, no general act then being in

force.

A footnote in C. W. Baird's "The
Huguenot Emigration to America,"
(vol. ii, p. 37), says:

"Andre Lamoureux, maitre de

navire, cy-devant demeurant a

Meche en Xaintonge, ou il etoit

Pillotte; et Suzanne Latour sa

femme," presented their son Dan-
iel for baptism in the French

church, Bristol, England, Janu-

ary 7, 1693*. An older son, Jac-

ques, had died in March, 1689.

Andre and his family were in

New York as early as May 15,

1700, and his descendants re-

sided in that city and in New
Rochelle.

From this it will be seen that Andre
arrived in New York early in the

year 1700, or in the preceding year.
The first entry in the records of the

French church of New York was dated

November 16, 1701, and recorded the

christening of Jean, the son of Daniel

Jandein and Catherine Lamoureux,
and the last three entries were May
29, 1720, recording the christening of

Daniel, son of Daniel and Jeanne Lam-

oureux; January 4, 1721, the christen-

ing of Judith, daughter of Pierre

Chaperon and Judith Lamoureux, and

January 17, 1722, the christening of

Andre, second son of Daniel and
Jeanne Lamoureux. Daniel had mar-
ried Jeanne Masse (or Massee) on

June 28, 1719, but there is no mention
of this in the published records of the

church.

According to a census of New York

taken about 1703 (see Doc. Hist, of

New York, vol. i, p. 620), Andrew
Lamarue was a resident of the West
Ward of that town, and his family
then consisted of two adults over 16,

and two children under 16 probably

* This date refers to the christening of the first Daniel, the second of that name having been born

November 29, 1695.
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Judith and Daniel. Catherine had

married Daniel Jandein in 17pO, and

Elizabeth married Gerret Dusjaen,

date unknown.
There is one more interesting re-

cord in regard to Andre. On May 4,

1706, Governor Cornbury signed an

order discharging Andrew L'Amour-

eux, captain of a merchantman, from

impressment, which affords evidence

that he was still young enough for

military service, and that he had con-

tinued his profession in his new home.

Andre Lamoureux, shipmaster and

Huguenot emigrant, now disappears
from our records. The last record of

Suzanne Latour, his wife, is that of

1720 when she appeared as godmother
for her oldest grandson, Daniel. Where

they died and are buried I have no

record. An unfortunate quarrel in

the French church between 1723 and
1725 caused the withdrawal of a num-
ber of families, some of whom went
to New Rochelle. Among these was
the Lamoureux family, and it may be

that Andre and Suzanne found their

last resting place there or in some
other locality of Westchester Co.

They were a brave and adventurous

couple, loyal to their Huguenot faith

and traditions, true pioneers of the

new era on this side of the Atlantic

which gave religious and political

liberty to them and to their children.
* * *

Daniel Lamoureux and Jeanne Masse,
Founders of the American Family.

* * *

Of Daniel Lamoureux, Andre's only

surviving son, we have but scanty in-

formation, though it is probable that a

more thorough research in New York
and the neighboring counties of West-
Chester and Dutchess would give addi-

tional material. Education in those

days was of difficult acquisition, for
the schools were few, poorly equipped
and feebly supported, while the

poverty of the people made it burden-

some for them to meet the expense
and to dispense with the assistance of

their half-grown children. We have
Daniel's family record still preserved,

kept in an old account book and writ-

ten in French by himself*. The hand-

writing is good, but the spelling is

what we today would call phonetic. A
peculiarity not uncommon even among
the educated in those days. The ac-

counts and other entries show that he

had as good an education as the aver-

age man of today, which may be con-

sidered a creditable attainment for

those times. That his family record

was written in French from 1720 to

1739, shows that the French immi-

grants must have preserved their own
language with singular tenacity, and
also that their associations must have
been largely restricted to their own
people. How little Daniel knew of

English (and it must be remembered
that he was born in the English city

of Bristol and had lived all his life

he was then 31 years of age among
English people) may be seen in his

record of the christening of his fourth

son, Peter, in 1726. He first tried to

write the child's name in English, and
the result was "Fitter," and then to

make the record clear he wrote above
it the French equivalent Pierre. His

way of spelling Peter is not so bad
when it is recalled that the letter "i"

has the sound of long "e" in French;
his P-i-t-t-e-r, therefore, would have
the sound of Peter, though it was un-

necessarily strong in its "t's."

Concerning the trade or occupation
of Daniel Lamoureux, I had no in-

formation whatever until the present
month of October, 1919, when a casual

inspection of a volume of the New
York Historical Society's Collections

(1885, p. 101) gave me the clue. In

a list of freemen created under the

mayoralty of Robert Walker, Esq., I

*
It is in the possession of Miss Helen DuBarry, of Fort Montgomery. N. Y., who is a descendant of

Andrew Lamourenx (Daniel's second son) through her grandmother, Ann Adelia Lamoureux Bratt. a
granddaughter of Elisha Lamoureux, of Albany Co.
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found his name and trade, which was
that of a "cordwainer," or boot maker.

In those days long boots were worn,
made from goat skins, called corduan,
or cordwa-n, which gave the name to

the trade. It was the custom then to

apprentice all boys to some trade or

occupation, and it was impossible that

Andre would disregard it.

Daniel moved to New Rochelle some
time between 1724 and 1726, but in

1736 the record makes him a resident

of Bedford, while the last entry, 1739,

implies a removal to the western part
of Westchester Co., or the southern

part of Dutchess Co. (now Putnam

Co.) where the family resided for the

succeeding thirty years and more. In

those early days the upper end of

Manhattan Island was on the frontier,

and the counties of Westchester,

Dutchess, Orange, and Ulster were

backwoods districts. In moving out

into Westchester Co. as he had done,

Daniel was pushing out into a new

country just as his descendants did

two generations later when they moved
west into Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin,

Colorado, and Dakota.

Daniel's final location was fti Phi-

lipses Precinct, Dutchess Co., on lands

belonging to the Philipse Manor. In

1788 the name of the precinct was

changed to Philipstown, and still later

Dutchess Co. was divided and the

smaller southern part was named
Putnam Co. W. J. Blake in his His-

tory of Putnam Co. says of the set-

tlement of Philipstown that the first

settler in the vicinity of the "Old

Highland Church" on the road from

Cold Spring to Fishkill was David

Heustis in 1730. A man named An-

derson followed, who built a house.

"A short time afterwards, the Haights,

Bloomers, and Wilsons came and set-

tled in the vicinity. ... A man
of the name of Lamoreaux settled

there about the same time. Ander-

son was of Dutch descent, and Lam-

oreaux French. Both removed before

the Revolution." As one of his sons,

James, was elected a "fence-viewer" in

1772, the removal must have been

after that date.

As near as I can determine from
the scanty descriptions thus far found,

the old family homestead was at or

near a place locally known as Daven-

port's Corners, and near the place

where stood the Old Highland Church

(called St. Philip's chapel), an off-

shoot of St. Peter's Church (Episco-

palian) of Peekskill. It is about four

miles north of Cold Spring.
Daniel's family consisted of seven

sons and two daughters, the youngest,

Joshua, born in 1739. His wife,

Jeanne Masse, also spelled Massee and

Marze, the latter probably a mistake

because of the long "s" for the double

"s" which Daniel used, died soon after

the birth of Joshua, and is probably
buried at Philipstown. She was born

May 22, 1696, in New York, the regis-

try of her christening in the records

of the French Church being as follows

the peculiar orthography of the time

being retained:

Ba.pteme Aujourdhuy 5e Juillet 1696

apres le preche du soir a Este

presente au St. bateme Jeanne

masse fille de Pierre masse et de

Elizabet mersereau ne le 22e May
passe et presente au St. bateme par
daniel Lanbert et marie Suzanne

dousinet parin et marine et batise

par monsr. payret ministre.

pierre Masse daniel Lanbert,

Pieret, ministre

(Translation)

Baptism Today, 5th July, 1696, after

the evening sermon was presented
for holy baptism Jeanne Masse,

daughter of Pierre Masse and Eli-

zabeth Mersereau, born the 22d

May past, and presented by Daniel

Lanbert and Marie Suzanne Dou-

sinet, godfather and godmother,
and baptised by Monsieur Payret

(or Pieret) minister.

(Signatures)
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On June 9, 1744, Daniel married

again, his second wife being Aaltie

Storms, widow of Frederick IBancker,

of Phillips Burgh, Westchester Co.

There is no record of any issue from

this marriage, nor have I any record

of Daniel's death and place of burial.

The names and birth dates of the

nine children of Daniel Lamoureux
and Jeanne Masse, according to his

own record now in the possession of

Miss Helen DuBarry, are as follows:

Daniel, b. May 10, 1720, in New
York.

Andre, (Andrew), b. January 10,

1722, in New York.

Jean, (John), b. December 31, 1723,
in New York.

Pierre, (Peter), b. September 3,

1726, in New Rochelle.

Elizabeth, b. December 8, 1728, in

New Rochelle.

Jacques, (James), b. February 12,

1731, in New Rochelle.

Isaac, b. November 15, 1732, in New
Rochelle.

Susanne, b. December 26, 1736, and
christened by Mr. Stourgine, (Stur-

geon) a Presbyterian minister at Bed-

ford, March 5, 1737.

Josue, (Joshua), b. January 9, 1739,
! -^probably at Philipstown, the record be-

f
f ing unfinished and incomplete. The

godfather named was Francois Lent.

(According to Bolton's History of

Westchester, Francis Lent was a mili-

tia officer in Cortland Manor previous
to 1775.)

From these seven sons sprang the

many widely-scattered branches of the

Lamoureux family. Two of the sons

and one grandson, Daniel, Joshua, and

Jesse, were loyalists and left New
York for New Brunswick when that

city was evacuated by the British.

This defection is probably due to the

circumstance that they married into

strong loyalist families. Daniel was
the oldest of the family and is said to

have settled in Carleton, N. B. I have

no further information in regard to

him.

Joshua was the youngest of the

family. He married Elizabeth Ogden
(b. 1738) in Dutchess Co. and some of

his children were born there. I have
a record of seven children in this fam-

ily, of which four were sons and three

daughters. He resided for a time in

New Brunswick and then moved west-

ward to York Co., Upper Canada,
where he settled at or near Scarbor-

ough, in the vicinity of Toronto.

Among his descendants are H. D. La-

Moreaux, of Chardon, Ohio, secretary
of the family association of that local-

ity, and the Utah branch descended

from Andrew Lacy and David Burlock

Lamoreaux who went to that territory

with Brigham Young.

Of Jesse, the third loyalist refugee,
I have no positive information. There
was a Jesse in Andrew's family, who
was born April 12, 1763. In the re-

cords of the Secretary of the Province

of New York, (vol. 36, p. 107), is

recorded a marriage license for Jesse

Lamoureuex (sic) and Jane Wetmore

granted August 15, 1782. This was

probably Andrew's son, who would

have been 19 years of age on that

date. As the Wetmores, some of

whom were also loyalists and resided

in New Brunswick, were connected

with the Lamoureux by marriage, the

assumption is warranted that An-
drew's Jesse was the one who emi-

grated with Daniel. Jane Wetmore
was probably a granddaughter of the

Rev. James Wetmore, for 30 years,

minister of the parish of Rye, whose
son Timothy afterwards became at-

torney-general for the Prov. of New
Brunswick. In the record of Andrew's

family, credited to a list said to have
been furnished by himself, no informa-

tion is given of Jesse beyond the date

of his birth, but he was mentioned in

his will.

Of the other five sons of Daniel

Lamoureux, Andrew (b. 1722) mar-
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ried Elizabeth Covert (b. August 2,

1722), dau. of Isaac Covert, of the

Manor of Cortlandt, Westchester Co.,

on January 30, 1743. They apparent-

ly resided in Philipstown for many
years, for some of their grandchildren
are recorded as having been born in

Putnam Co. After the removal from

Philipstown, Andrew settled at York-

town, Westchester Co., where he died

November 28, 1809, aged 87 years. He
also had seven sons and two daughters.

Among his descendants may be men-
tioned Judge Jesse S. L'Amoreaux,
of Ballston Spa, N. Y., Judge John J.

Lamoree, of Oswego, N. Y., Col. Sul-

livan B. Lamoreaux, of Cleveland, O.,

Col. T. B. Lamoreux, U. S. A., Capt.

Daniel R. Lamoreaux, of Mound City,

Kan., and the writer of this sketch.

Jean, or John, the third son of Dan-

iel (b. 1723), settled in Orange Co.

and died there in 1809. He lived in

the old precinct of Cornwall which

later was cut up into smaller divisions,

one of which was the township of

Monroe, where he resided at the time

of his death. He apparently married

young, and his wife's name, as recent-

ly given me by one of his descendants

(Mrs. Stephen C. Fry, of Rochester,
N. Y.) was Charity Danforth. Her
death must have preceded his, as her

'

name is not mentioned in his will.

They had thirteen children, six sons

and seven daughters.

According to a Record of Marriages

by Rev. Silas Constant, of the York-

town Church, Westchester Co., one of

John's daughters, Susanna, was mar-
ried at Yorktown July 22, 1783, to

James Prindle, which may be accepted
as evidence of the relationship between

the Orange Co. and Westchester Co.

families, and also that the tradition

that John came direct from France in

1770 is incorrect.

Pierre, or Peter, the fourth son (b.

1726), also settled in Cornwall, Orange
Co., and died in Southfield, same coun-

ty, in 1808. He mentions his wife

Martha in his will, but does not give

her maiden surname. They had eight

children, three sons and five daugh-
ters.

From these two families spring

many of the Lamoreaux families of

eastern and central New York and

Pennsylvania. One of the sons,

Thomas, was an officer in the Re-

volution, and a daughter of this

Thomas and Keturah (Tuttle) Lam-
oreaux became the second wife of

Col. George Palmer Ransom, of Lu-

zerne Co., Pa. Another son, John,

was taken prisoner at the capture of

Fort Montgomery in 1777, and en-

dured the rigors of military imprison-

ment in New York for a long time.

After the Revolution, both Thomas
and John moved to Pennsylvania and
settled in the Wyoming valley. The
Lamoreux family of Wisconsin, mov-

ing there in 1852 from Madison Co.,

N. Y., with representatives now in

the States of Illinois and Washington,
is descended from one of these

Orange Co. families, and includes the

name of Judge Silas W. Lamoreux,
U. S. Land Commissioner under Presi-

dent Cleveland. The name is usually

spelled Lamoreaux and LaMoreaux
by this branch of the family, though
some variations occur. The Seneca
Lake colony, descended from Daniel

Lamoreaux, one of John's sons, who
settled at Lodi, Seneca Co. in 1803,
or 1804, adopted the spelling La-

Moreaux. The annual reunions at

Valois Landing, under the energetic

leadership of their secretary, Mrs.

Loretta LaMoreaux Clawson, of Mon-
tour Falls, have made this branch of

the family very widely known, and
it is through Mrs. Clawson 's initiative

that this genealogical work has been
undertaken.

Speaking of the settlement of the

town of Monroe, Orange Co., S. W.
Eager says in his history of that

county:



8 THE LAMOUREUX RECORD

"The oldest patent within this dis-

trict is Cheesecocks, granted as

early as 1702, and certain parts
of it along the valley of the

Ramapo were settled as early as

1742. . . . An old family by
the name of Smith made an early
and extensive settlement, and
Monroe was first called Smith's

Clove, after the name of the fam-

ily. . . This Clove extends

from the Highland Mills down the

valley of the Ramapo.
There were several other old fam-
ilies early in this vicinity, among
whom were the Millers, Galloways,

Carpenters, Bulls, Dobbins, Wy-
gants, Wards, Coltons, Nobles,

Cunninghams, Slaughters, Lam-
areux, and others."

The fifth son Jacques, or James,

(b. 1731), seems to have remained

at the old homestead at Philipstown

until the whole family moved away.
He married Hannah (surname un-

known) who was b. 1738, and d. and
was bur. at Westerloo in 1815. James
removed to Albany Co. at the

"

out-

break of the Revolution, apparently,
and settled at Rensselaerville. He
died in 1821, at Westerloo, and his

will mentions the names of eight chil-

dren, seven sons and one daughter,
whose descendants are widely scat-

tered east and west. There are

many broken threads in my records

of this branch, but I think the Lam-
oreaux family of Illinois and Color-

ado (which sprung from Rufus Lam-
oreaux, pioneer abolitionist and fron-

tier missionary) ,
the LaMoure family

of North Dakota, (of which Hon. Jud-
son LaMoure, of the Senate of that

State, is a prominent member), Judge
James Lamoreaux, of Albany, N. Y.,

and his son Wendell Lamoreaux, for

many years a professor of Union Col-

lege, are all direct descendants.

Isaac, the sixth son, (b. 1732), set-

tled at Salt Point, Dutchess Co., where

(according to the investigations of

Judge John J. Lamoree, of Oswego)
he took title to a tract of land from
the British authorities in 1773. This

may fix the date approximately when
the family at Philipstown in the

southern part of the county began to

break up. J. H. Smith, in his His-

tory of Dutchess Co., says he pur-
chased and settled upon his farm in

1774, but Judge Lamoree claimed to

have seen the deed itself, and the

habits of accuracy in such matters of

his profession strongly influence us to

accept his statement. Smith also re-

peats the tradition that Isaac came
direct from France with two brothers

in 1772. This tradition of the three

brothers coming to America in 1770-

1772 is widely prevalent in the family,
but I have been unable to find any
record to support it. There was no

particular persecution of the Hugue-
nots at that time to compel such a

migration. Still further, the fierce

and widespread persecution through
a period of about sixty years that

followed the Revocation of the Edict

of Nantes in 1685, could not have
left many, if any, Huguenots in the

country. As the date was preserved

by tradition, it is easy to understand
how 1770 might be substituted for

1700 in the fireside repetitions of the

story. The three-brothers tradition is

common to other families as well, and
it is probable that it has been ac-

cepted in the confusion of so many
traditions in those early days. It is

to be remembered that there were no

public records at that time outside of

a very few cities where the churches

were trying to keep up the practices
of the old country, and that reading
was not common for want of news-

papers and books. The fireside re-

lations of adventures, personal experi-

ences, and traditions, were practical-

ly the only ways they had to satisfy
the minds of the young about the

great outside world. And that our
forefathers had many wonderful ex-



THE LAMOUREUX RECORD

periences to relate, we have abundant
evidence.

The spelling of the name by Isaac's

family was changed in 1814 or 1815,
as shown by the public records, the

simplified and meaningless Lamoree,
or LaMoree, being substituted for the

beautiful old French name Lamour-
eux. One of the grandsons of An-

drew, through the influence of Isaac's

family, also adopted this spelling. A
similar substitution was made by some
of James' descendants, the spelling

LaMoure being adopted by some of

his grandchildren. The French word
has an etymological and intelligible

origin and corresponds to the English
surname Lover, but most of these sub-

stitutes, apparently adopted to avoid

the difficult pronunciation of the final

syllable, have no meaning whatever.

Isaac's family consisted of his wife

Hannah (surname unknown) and
eleven children, four sons and seven

daughters. His wife died in 1805,

aged nearly 59 years, and Isaac in

1817, about 85 years of age. He was
a successful farmer for those days
and his descendants became prom-
inent in Dutchess Co. and vicinity.

Among these may be mentioned

George f/amoree, of Salt Point and

Poughkeepsie, who held several im-

portant official positions, Dr. George
S. LaMoree, a well-known physician
of Ulster Co., and, possibly, Hon. J.

L. Lamoree, of Sullivan Co., who was
a Member of Assembly in 1870.

This completes the lecord of the

first two generations of the Lamour-
eux family in America so far as I

have been able to find particulars.

The first generation consisted of one

male, Daniel, and two females, Eliza-

beth and Judith. Of the daughters I

have no information beyond the early
New York records. Elizabeth mar-
ried Gerret Dusjaen and the records

of the Dutch Reformed Church show

one christening on January 21, 1708,

a son named Gerret. Judith married

Pierre Chaperon, and the records of

the French church show the christen-

ing of a son, Pierre, on June 29,

1718, and of a daughter, Judith, on

January 4, 1721. The son was born

June 16, but for the daughter the

date of birth is missing.

Of the second generation we have
Daniel's nine children and the three

children of his two sisters. This

number is probably incomplete. We
are certain of seven sons of the fam-

ily name, one son named Chaperon,
one son named Dusjaen, two daugh-
ters of Lamoureux origin, and one

daughter of Chaperon origin.

During Daniel's lifetime the family
seems to have been kept well together,

but after his death, perhaps influenced

in some degree by the restlessness of

the people just before the Revolution,

his sons began to scatter. The Revo-

lution introduced another disturbing

element, sending two of his sons into

exile. Only one of them remained

near the old homestead, two went to

Orange Co., one to Dutchess Co., and

one (with two of Andrew's sons) to

Albany Co. It was a period of com-

parative poverty, hard work, hard liv-

ing, much ignorance, and large fam-

ilies. All of Daniel's sons, so far as

I have the records, had large families,

the smallest 7 children, the largest 13.

They were all typical pioneers, how-

ever, and they met the hardships of

pioneer life bravely and cheerfully.

When Daniel settled at Philipstown,

he was in the backwoods, as I have

said, for the Indians still lived in that

vicinity, and hunting and trapping
filled no small part of the settler's

regular life. His sons were ac-

customed therefore to the rough fare

and simple wants of the backwoods-

men, and their outlook upon life was

unquestionably that of the frontiers-

men who have done so much to make
the early history of our country.
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NOTES
The editor began this work ift 1913,

after his first visit to the annual re-

union and picnic of the LaMoreaux

family at Valois Landing, Seneca

Lake, N. Y., of which Mrs. Loretta

LaMoreaux Clawson, of Montour

Falls, N. Y., has been the active and

energetic secretary for many years.

She had been deeply interested for a

long time in collecting data for a fam-

ily history, but the work being de-

pendent on individual family records

and correspondence, was making very
slow progress. Being engaged in

library work, the writer undertook to

attack the problem from that side.

His first success was that of locating

Andre Lamoureux and family in New
York in the year 1700, and of learn-

ing through the medium of Baird's

Huguenot Emigration to America
that they came from Bristol, England.
The Collections of the Huguenot So-

ciety of London were then examined

by which it was found that Andre and
his wife Suzanne Latour, with two

children, had come from Meche, or

Meschers, Saintonge, on the lower

Gironde. The records show that they
were residents of Bristol from 1689

to 1695. In this way a considerable

fund of information has been collect-

ed, and this has been supplemented
by the correspondence of Mrs. Claw-

son, the late Judge John J. Lamoree
of Oswego, Mr. R. M. Booth of Al-

bany, Col. T. B. Lamoreux, U. S. A.,

and others. Progress has been un-

avoidably slow, but it is hoped that

the publication of some of the mater-

ial in hand will stimulate interest in

the subject and promote a more active

correspondence. At this moment
there is urgent need of information in

regard to several of the children of

Daniel Lamoureux, especially of his

oldest son Daniel, who emigrated to

Carleton, New Brunswick, toward the

end of the Revolution, and of his two

daughters, Elizabeth and Susanna.
With these in hand a sufficiently com-

plete sketch of the third generation
could be written to permit publica-

tion.
* * *

The oldest living member of the

Lamoureux family (if he is still alive,

as we sincerely hope, he is), is Mr.

Harvey Camp Lamoreaux, of Holt,

Ingham Co., Mich., who was 100 years
of age on May 20, last. He is the

son of Peter Lamoreaux, and emi-

grated to Michigan with his father

from Albany Co., N. Y.
* * *

It may be of interest to record the

various spellings of the family name
so far as known. They are Lamour-
eux (as given in the early records)

L'Amoureux, Lamoreaux, LaMoreaux,
Lamoreux, Lamoree, LaMoree, Lam-

ouree, LaMoure, LaMora, and Lum-
meree. Probably other variations

will be found.
* * *

The editor will be greatly pleased
to receive the records of any family
named Lamoureux (which includes

all the different spellings of the

name) and of all families connected

with it by marriage and descent.

These records should include the

names in full (including' the wife's

family name), dates of birth, mar-

riage, and death, places of residence,

occupation, and any other informa-

tion of special interest. Mention of

any service in the great war will also

be appreciated.
* * *

Toward the end of the Revolution,
when the British evacuated New York
two of Daniel Lamoureux's sons,

Daniel 2d and Joshua, emigrated to

New Brunswick. Daniel settled at

Carleton, and Joshua subsequently
removed to the vicinity of Toronto.

Of the family of this Daniel I have no

information. The genealogy of the

Whitney Family of Connecticut con-

tains a considerable number of La-

moreaux names, the greater part resi-

dents of New Brunswick. One of the
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first of these is Andrew Ogden La-

moreaux, whose son George Taylor
Lamoreaux of Carleton, St. John, N.

B., (b. 14 Feb. 1805 and d. Nov.

1864) married Susanna Croft Wet-

more, who was related to the Whit-

neys. Andrew Ogden is said to have

lived 98 years, and it is also said that

he was a native of England and once

lived in New York. It may be as-

sumed, therefore, that Andrew Og-
den was either a son or grandson of

the Daniel Lamoureux who was born
in New York in 1720 and emigrated
to New Brunswick when the British

evacuated New York. The tradition

that he was born in England is simply
a confusion of record, it being his

grandfather who was born there. To
determine whether this assumption is

correct, I would be very glad to have
the full records of the New Bruns-
wick Lamoreaux family from the

time of their settlement there about
1780.

* * *

It is hoped that the publication of

this sketch of the first two genera-
tions of the Lamoureux family in

America will serve to stimulate in-

terest in the subject and lead to the

discovery of records necessary to the

completion of the history of the third

and fourth generations. The writer

has accumulated considerable data,

but much is still lacking. He will be

glad to receive the family records of

these two generations, and also those

of all later generations, with data of

birth and death, places of residence,
and all other interesting particulars.
Other numbers of the Record will be
issued later on if the material and

support permit.

*. * *

An interesting chapter in the his-

torical record of the Lamoureux fam-

ily is that of Rufus Lamoreaux of

Albany Co. According to the Dela-

mater Genealogy, he was born at

Rensselaerville July 4, 1799, and was

married to Betsey Delamater in 1817.

He became a Methodist exhorter at the

age of 19, and was ordained a deacon

in 1832, and an elder in 1837. He
moved to Illinois in 1835. Becoming
interested in the movement for the

abolition of slavery he espoused the

cause with so much ardor that a

church conference at Chicago admon-

ished him to drop the agitation. He
refused to obey, telling the conference

that "no man or set of men should

ever put a padlock on my lips." He
withdrew from the Methodist Epis-

copal Church and joined the Wesley-
ans where he was allowed full freedom
of speech. He was many times mob-

bed and threatened with violence, but

nothing intimidated him. Later he

went to Colorado, and was drowned
in a mountain torrent near Cash
Creek in June 1862. He left four

children, Andrew, Maryette, Oscar

Fletcher and Theron, who settled in

Colorado, Illinois, and Kansas. The

oldest, Andrew, became prominent
in Colorado and was a member of the

legislature in 1881. Oscar F. re-

ceived a liberal education and held a

professorship in Wheaton College for

some time. It is to be hoped that

some of his descendants will give us a

fuller and more appreciative sketch of

the life of Rufus Lamoreaux.
We would also like to know his par-

entage.

According to Rev. R. T. Lamour-

eux, of Bedford, Quebec, two families

of the name of Lamoureux settled in

that province about 1660 to 1668.

The parish records of Boucherville

show in part his own line of descent

through seven generations beginning
in 1668. He says that large families

have been the rule, and they are now
widely scattered throughout Canada
and the western part of the United

States. A large settlement of them
near Edmonton, Alberta, has given
the name Lamoureux to a railway
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station there. I have also found
families in Michigan of an origin dis-

tinct from our own, and other fam-

ilies in this State that have no con-

nection with the Huguenot migration.

A distinguishing feature, though ex-

ceptions are to be found, is that of

the baptismal name which continues

to be characteristically French, while

the descendants of the Huguenot
Andre began with exclusively scrip-

tural names which soon were changed
to their English equivalents. The

third generation found them speaking

nothing but English and using Eng-
lish names exclusively. The attach-

ment of the Canadian Lamoureux to

their old Quebec homes of course has

operated to make them adhere tena-

ciously to their French language,
traditions and religion.

* * *

We should like to make The Record
a medium for questions and answers

regarding members of the Lamoureux

family. It is probable that such

questions will occasionally engage the

attention of readers who can give
valuable information. At the present
moment I am seeking information of

a number of persons of whose parent-

age or residence very little is known.

Replies will be greatly appreciated.

Among these are the following:
Daniel Lamoureux, as stated else-

where, who settled in Carleton, N. B.,

at the close of the Revolution.

Elizabeth and Susanne Lamoureux,
sisters of Daniel, b. 1728 and 1736,
of whom I have no information be-

vond these dates.

The parentage of Phoebe Lamoree

(sic) who married Caleb Cornell

(b. 1790) in Westchester Co.

The parentage of Jasper Drake

(b. Dec. 12, 1771) who was a member
of the family of Andrew Lamoureux,
or Lamoreux, later of Yorktown,
Westchester Co., who was apparently
the grandfather.

The parentage of Hon. J. L. Lam-

oree, of Sullivan Co., who was a

Member of Assembly in 1870.

The parentage of William Lamor-

eux, of Madison Co., N. Y., who after-

wards moved to Wisconsin. His des-

cendants say that he was born in

Orange Co.

Information concerning the des-

cendants of Thomas and John Lam-

oreaux, who settled in Luzerne Co.,

Pa., soon after 1790. They had

large families and their descendants

must be numerous in Pennsylvania.
Information of Dr. John Stiles, who

married Miriam, dau. of Elisha L'Am-

oureux, of Albany Co., and his son

Darwin Stiles, who are said to have

settled in Onondaga Co.

Information of Peter Lamoreaux
who moved from Michigan to Min-

nesota about 35 or 40 years ago, and

of his brother William, who moved

away a little later.
* * *

To cover the cost of printing and

mailing, the writer is obliged to ask

the small sum of 50 cents a copy for

this Record, or three copies for $1.

Remittances may be sent to A. J.

Lamoureux, Agricultural Library,

Ithaca, N. Y.
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